Moreover, it will promote close unity of the working
class of the Asian and Australasian countries on the
basis of the close unity of the international working
class.

Our conference will proceed under the direct lead-
ership of fche Executive Bureau of the WFTU. We shall
hear the report by Comrade Louis Saillant, General
Secretary of the WFTU, on the world labour movement
and reports by the delegates of various national trade
union- centres of Asia and Australasia. We shall also
work out various resolutions and set up a corresponding
organ so as to enable this conference to play its proper
role in the world labour movement, particularly in the
labour movement and national liberation movement ir.
Asia and Australasia, Our conference faces great and
difficult tasks, colossal work. However, through the
strenuous efforts of all our delegates, our conference
will achieve the anticipated successful results.

Comrades, over one half of the world's population
lives in the vast territories of Asia and Australasia.
These territories have rich resources, industrious work-
ing peoples who have the oldest culture in the world>
peoples who could have built a happy and beautiful life
and culture according to their own will. But, .unfortu-
nately, many of their countries have in recent centuries
been invaded by imperialism which forced upon them a
colonial and semi-colonial system. The imperialists
unrestrictedly exploit the labour of the colonial and
semi-colonial peoples and ruthlessly suppress their
resistance. It is owing to this very fact that the peoples,
particularly the working class in. these areas, were
doomed to endless starvation and thrown into the abyss
of darkness and death.

Nourished by the rich spoils of colonies and semi-
colonies in the East as well as in other parts of the
world, the imperialists are strong enough to oppress the
working people of their own countries, also dooming
them to unemployment, starvation and oppression.

The colonies and semi-colonies are the rear bases
of world imperialism, on which it depends for its exist-
ence. The so-called civilisation of imperialism is built
on its criminal rule over the colonies an-d semi-colonies.